
S
W

E
E
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O
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A
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A
S
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 C
A
R
E

• Im
m

ediately after plan
tin

g th
e slips, sw

eet po
tato

es w
ill n

eed  
   frequ

en
t, even

 w
aterin

g. 
• W

aterin
g sh

o
u

ld rem
ain

 regu
lar th

ro
u

gh
o

u
t th

e gro
w

in
g   

   seaso
n

, m
o

ist so
il w

ill h
elp w

ith
 even

 po
tato

 gro
w

th
 (rath

er  
   th

an
 figh

tin
g th

eir w
ay th

ro
u

gh
 h

ard so
il). 

WATER

• Sw
eet po

tato
es sh

o
u

ld be ready to
 h

arvest in
 90

-120
 days. 

• T
h

e vin
es w

ill begin
 to

 die back as th
ey appro

ach
 h

arvest. 
• H

arvest befo
re first fro

st to
 avo

id lo
sin

g th
e cro

p. 
• W

h
en

 h
arvestin

g, cu
t back to

 th
e vin

es so
 yo

u
 can

 m
o

re easily  
   rem

o
ve sw

eet po
tato

es, ju
st leave a little bit o

f vin
e po

kin
g  

   o
u

t o
f th

e to
p so

 yo
u

 rem
em

ber w
h

ere th
e po

tato
es are (esp.  

   in
 a ro

w
, n

o
t so

 m
u

ch
 a bu

cket, h
ard to

 lo
se th

em
 th

ere). 
• Lo

o
sen

 th
e so

il aro
u

n
d th

e sw
eet po

tato
es w

ith
 a tro

w
el o

r  
   po

tato
 fo

rk (depen
din

g o
n

 w
h

at th
ey’re plan

ted in
) m

akin
g  

   su
re n

o
t to

 pierce th
e po

tato
es. Pu

ll th
em

 o
u

t, sh
ake o

! so
il,  

   an
d allo

w
 to

 dry befo
re cu

rin
g. 

HARVESTING

B
ecau

se sw
eet po

tato
es gro

w
 u

n
dergro

u
n

d (w
h

ere w
eed ro

o
ts also

 
like to

 gro
w

), th
ey’ll n

eed frequ
en

t w
eedin

g. Rem
o

vin
g co

m
petitio

n
 

h
elps th

e plan
ts pro

du
ce better, h

ealth
ier cro

ps. 

P
L
A
N
T
IN

G
W

E
E
D
IN

G

• Sw
eet po

tato
es n

eed to
 cu

re in
 a w

arm
er (80

*) area fo
r a w

eek  
  o

r tw
o

 to
 gain

 th
eir fu

ll sw
eetn

ess. 
• A

fter cu
rin

g, th
ey sh

o
u

ld be sto
red in

 a co
o

l, dark enviro
n

m
en

t  
  (like a pan

try) u
n

til ready to
 u

se. W
ith

o
u

t expo
su

re to
 m

o
istu

re,  
  th

ey can
 last fo

r m
any m

o
n

th
s an

d are delicio
u

s year ro
u

n
d.

S
T
O
R
IN

G

• Sw
eet po

tato
es are a tro

pical plan
t an

d n
eed a lo

n
g gro

w
in

g seaso
n

  
  w

ith
 lo

ts o
f su

n
 

• Fu
ll expo

su
re 6-8 h

o
u

rs a day

s
u
n

C
O
M

M
O
N
 P

R
O
B
L
E
M

S

It’s h
ard to

 w
eed aro

u
n

d sw
eet po

tato
es becau

se th
ey spread o

u
t 

so
 m

u
ch

 o
ver th

e su
rface an

d h
ave delicate ro

o
ts th

at yo
u

 do
n’t 

w
an

t to
 distu

rb. Yo
u

 m
o

stly n
eed to

 h
an

d-w
eed (as o

ppo
sed to

 
u

sin
g h

o
es) to

 avo
id dam

age to
 th

e sw
eet po

tato
 plan

t, w
h

ich
 can

 
be very tim

e co
n

su
m

in
g. M

u
lch

in
g aro

u
n

d th
e plan

ts can
 cu

t do
w

n
 

o
n

 w
eed gro

w
th

.  

w
e
e
d
s

IN
S
E
C
T
 P

E
S
T
S

To
 avo

id n
em

ato
des an

d o
th

er so
il-dw

ellin
g pests, ro

tate w
h

ere 
yo

u
 gro

w
 yo

u
r sw

eet po
tato

es fro
m

 year to
 year. T

h
ere’s n

o
t m

u
ch

 
th

at can
 be do

n
e if th

ey w
reck h

avo
c o

n
 yo

u
r cro

p o
n

 a particu
lar 

year, except tu
rn

 o
ver th

e so
il w

ell, plan
t garlic th

ere th
e fo

llo
w

in
g 

year an
d plan

t yo
u

r sw
eet po

tato
es so

m
ew

h
ere else.


