
We rely on healthy soil 
for 95% of what we eat 
  – Center for Food Safety

CLOSING THE LOOP: 
FOOD WASTE IN ATLANTA

Food waste Recovery
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Composting Working Table

White Paper



STRATEGIES TO INCREASE SUSTAINABLE 
COMPOST PRODUCTION FOR METRO ATLANTA’S  

URBAN FARMS AND COMMUNITY GARDENS 



Food Well Alliance convened the 
Community-based Composting Working 
Table to learn from Metro Atlanta compost 
experts, advocates, and regulators.  
Together we identified community-based 
composting opportunities and challenges 
and formulated strategic recommendations 
to increase community-based composting 
capacity in Metro Atlanta urban farms and 
community gardens.
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OUR THANKS

Food Well Alliance thanks the Community-based Composting Working Table members 
who shared their expertise to advance composting in Metro Atlanta. These stakeholders 
represented many views, perspectives, and organizations who are involved in 
composting within Metro Atlanta.  

The Community-based Composting Working Table held 4 in-person, facilitated 
convening sessions, spanning 3 months with 15 private, public, and nonprofit 
stakeholders with more than 150 years of combined composting experience.  The 
sessions comprised more than 13 hours of convening time, and 8 separate operators 
interviews which resulted in reaching consensus on 9 strategic recommendations to 
increase community-based composting in Metro Atlanta. 

Significant time was spent educating Working Table members on regulatory matters, 
the supply of organic material, transportation of organic material, the processing and 
distribution of organic material, and the ultimate use of compost.  

Food Well Alliance staff members committed their time and energy to ensure that 
Working Table convenings went smoothly, including Bill Bolling, Bobbi de Winter, Ellen 
Macht, Anamarie Shreeves, Nadirah Ali, Bobby Farmer, Myriah Towner, and Will Sellers.  

We would like to thank Adam Saslow of the Institute for Local Innovations for facilitating 
the Community-based Composting Working Table.  

In addition, we would like to thank the Turner Environmental Law Clinic at the Emory 
Law School for providing foundational legal research to support this work.

Finally, Food Well Alliance would like to thank our friends and supporters from Atlanta 
Community Food Bank who graciously allowed us to use their facilities for the 
Community-based Composting Working Table. 

Atlanta Community Food Bank

Mercedes-Benz Stadium 

City of Atlanta, Mayor’s Office of Sustainability

NatureWorks LLC

City of Atlanta, Department of 
Watershed Management 

Choose Goodness

Compostwheels 

The Georgia Recycling Coalition 

The Georgia Restaurant Association 

Georgia Institute of Technology 

Republic Services 

Southern Green Industries 

Terra Nova Compost 

Truly Living Well Center for Natural 
Urban Agriculture 

United States Environmental 
Protection Agency, Region 4

Community-Based Composting 
Working Table Members
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Food Well Alliance was formed more than 2 years ago to connect people and build community 
through food. We believe a healthy food system ensures that all people have equitable access to 
sustainably-grown, locally-sourced food.

Food Well Alliance unites Atlanta’s local food movement by facilitating collaboration among 
local food movement stakeholders, mobilizing capital to support local food entrepreneurs and 
community organizers, and promoting innovation by sharing local food movement leader 
stories and our learnings.

I am pleased to share the Community-based Composting white paper with you.  

The white paper highlights a shared goal, a shared vision, an overview of the community-
based composting opportunities and challenges, and nine strategic recommendations to 
increase community-based composting in Metro Atlanta.  These ideas were developed by the 
Community-based Composting Working Table, and this publication is derived from the work of 
26 leaders from diverse organizations who recognize that efficient food residual recovery and 
management promotes healthy soil which leads to healthy food.  

Composting is one of several tools that impacts Metro Atlanta’s resilience and our 
nation’s resilience: 
 
 •  The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations reports that up to   
 50 percent of our household waste could be composted. 
 
 •  ReFED’s “A Roadmap to Reduce U.S. Food Waste by 20 Percent” report states that 52.4  
 million tons of food is sent to landfills across our country each year. 

Please share your thoughts with us on the sections or ideas that spark your curiosity and   
your interest in how community-based compost can increase access to healthy food and   
build community.  

We offer our gratitude, and we pay homage to the tireless commitment of the individuals, 
organizations, and policy makers working to increase access to safe, sustainably-produced, 
and locally-sourced community-based compost.  

With deep appreciation, 

Bobbi de Winter
Executive Director 
Food Well Alliance 



78 62

Summary of Results 

Healthy, productive soil is essential to producing healthy food and building 
community in Metro Atlanta and nationally.  Wasted food is important to producing 
healthy soil because 52.4 million tons of food residuals and food waste are sent to 
landfills annually.  This wasted food could be diverted instead as feedstock in the 
production of community-based compost and used locally by urban farmers and 
community gardeners to build healthy soil to increase the production of sustainably 
grown, locally-sourced food.   

In 2014, Food Well Alliance began working with local food movement stakeholders 
to build healthy, productive soil.  The Community-based Composting Working 
Table expanded on Food Well Alliance’s work to build healthy soil by increasing 
community-based composting capacity for urban farms and community gardens.  

The Community-based Composting Working Table had the following key learnings to 
increase community-based composting in Metro Atlanta:

•  Locally Produced Compost Demand is Strong and Growing. Small-scale compost 
producers are unable to meet the demand for high-quality locally produced compost 
because small-scale compost producers do not have access to high-quality feedstock. 

•  Georgia’s Compost Industry needs the Right Regulatory Climate.  Regulatory 
uncertainty hinders Georgia’s compost industry from growing and prevents increased 
capacity of community-based compost manufacturing. 

•  Feedstock Contamination is both a Safety Issue and an Economic Issue.  Feedstock 
contamination can be addressed by food residual generator training which promotes 
reduced pathogen risks and ensures product consistency.  

•  Social Enterprise Model is an Attractive Solution.  The social enterprise  model may be 
ideal to bear certain operational costs until regulatory uncertainty is resolved. Collaboration 
among small-scale compost producers  encourages access to compost processing 
infrastructure and production equipment which enables producers to meet demand.  

The Working Table 
identified 78 challenges for 
increasing community-based 
composting in 
Metro Atlanta.

The Working Table identified 
62 opportunities for 
increasing community-
based composting in 
Metro Atlanta
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The Working Table reached consensus 
on 9 strategic recommendations 

1.  Convene an Atlanta Community-based Composting Council.  

2.  Increase awareness among millennials on the importance of healthy soil. 

3.  Establish a “hub and spoke” system to increase compost production.  

4.  Encourage community agriculture stakeholders to collaborate on identifying 

funding sources.  

5.  Encourage stakeholders to collaborate and create baseline measures to increase 

community-based composting in Metro Atlanta.

6.  Encourage the Atlanta Community-based Composting Council and Georgia Restaurant 

Association to leverage technology and implement training to reduce feedstock contamination.

7.  Provide annual community-based compost operator training.    

8.  Metro Atlanta local governments should work closely with state and federal agencies to 
coordinate compost production efforts.  

9.  Develop a statewide soil strategy. 

For a complete listing of the recommendations, please refer to the section of this document 

entitled “Nine Recommendations for Increasing Community-based Composting”.

The Working Table established the framework that Food Well Alliance will use to inform how 
Food Well Alliance works with local food movement stakeholders to advance community-based 
composting in Metro Atlanta.  

For meeting summaries and additional information on our work, please visit http://www.
foodwellalliance.org/collaboration-tables-directory/community-composting-working-table



The Community-
based Composting 
Working Table 

Local Analysis 

Urban farmers and community gardeners know 
how important healthy soil is to producing 
sustainably-grown, locally-sourced food and 
building community.  

Food Well Alliance began focusing on soil’s 
importance to our food system in 2014.  Prior to 
convening its Community-based Composting 
Working Table, Food Well Alliance conducted a 
local market research study, and learned: 

An estimated 8,000 to 9,000 community 
gardeners are located within the following Metro 
Atlanta counties: Clayton, Cobb, DeKalb, Fulton, 
and Gwinnett

402 community gardens have an average of 23 
members per garden 

An estimated 54% of community gardens did not 
produce compost on-site

40% of community gardens or educational 
gardens had not tested the garden’s soil in the 
previous 3 years 

402

23

community 
gardens

members per garden

40%

54%
of community gardens 
did not produce compost 
on-site

An estimated

On average

do not 
test soil 



METRO ATLANTA’S 
URBAN AGRICULTURE 
FOOTPRINT

According to the Atlanta Regional 
Commission within five Metro Atlanta 
counties, there are: 

•  52 Urban Farms  •  169 School Gardens
•  63 Farmers Markets •  402 Community Gardens 

Metro Atlanta’s community leaders’ efforts to increase community-based composting are part of 
a national movement to address the national food waste problem and manage food residuals.  
According to the ReFED report “A Roadmap to Reduce U.S. Food Waste”, each year 52.4 million 
tons of food is sent to landfills across the country.  In 2015, the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency and the United States Department of Agriculture announced a 50% food 
waste reduction goal to be achieved by 2030.  

The ReFED’s report highlights why wasted food reduction is an important national issue: 
 
 •  Residents and consumer-facing businesses represent over 80% of all wasted food and  
 have an economic value of $144 billion and $57 billion, respectively 
 
 •  Fruits and vegetables are among the least expensive and fastest spoiling foods    
 constituting 42% of total food waste

The term “wasted food” means any food that is grown and produced for human consumption but 
ultimately is not eaten. 

Gardens, Farms and Orchards

Farmers Markets

City of Atlanta

Counties

Source: Atlanta Regional Commission 
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Reducing wasted food does several 
things for the environment 
  •  Saves Resources.  Food waste unnecessarily consumes water, gasoline, energy, labor,  
 pesticides, land, and fertilizers used to make the food.
 
 •  Reduces Methane from Landfills.  When food goes to the landfill the nutrients in the  
 food never return to the soil. The food waste rots and produces methane gas. Methane  
 is a strong greenhouse gas with more than 25 times the global warming potential   
 compared to carbon dioxide.
 
 •  Returns Nutrients to the Soil.  Using food waste as an essential ingredient in    
 compost, helps improve soil health, improve water retention, support more native plants,  
 and reduce the need for fertilizers and pesticides.

Our Approach: The Food Well Alliance 
Convening Process
Food Well Alliance’s Working Table is a facilitated convening of industry experts to identify 
barriers and possible solutions to local food challenges.  

Food Well Alliance’s goal for our convening tables is to engage in deep listening to identify gaps 
in the local food system and to discover and test viable solutions.  

The Community-based Composting Working Table’s charter focused on: 

 •  Developing a shared goal, a vision statement, and a definition of community-  
 based composting in Metro Atlanta; 

 •  Identifying the opportunities and challenges to increase community-based   
 composting in Metro Atlanta; and

 •  Developing strategic recommendations to inform Food Well Alliance’s Design   
 Table process.   

Food Well Alliance's market research and the convening process led to the conclusion that 
the demand in Metro Atlanta for community-based compost is greater than the supply of 
community-based compost.

SHARED GOAL AND VISION STATEMENT 
The Working Table reached consensus on its:

Shared Goal: 
To provide a shared vision and establish recommendations to increase community-based 
composting capacity, Metro Atlanta community garden capacity, and Metro Atlanta 
urban farm capacity.  

Vision Statement: 
To facilitate the diversion of food residuals and yard trimmings from landfills for producing local 
compost towards enhancing soils for healthy, local food production.
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What is Community-based Composting? 

The Working Table defined “Community-based Composting” as engaging community members 
to process organic material on a scale that is typically smaller than full-scale composting. 
Community-based composting operations are often located at community gardens and urban 
farms, or may be stand-alone operations on vacant lots within communities. Many community-
based composting operations engage area residents and small-scale businesses to separate 
food scraps for composting at the community site which: 

 
 •  Accepts feedstock, e.g., food scraps from off-site 
 
 •  Seeks to keep organics in a closed loop from the source of feedstock
 
 •  Are typically limited by state regulations to processing a specific   
 amount of material which is measured by the amount of allowed on-site  
 at any one time or by square footage of the composting area 

The Working Table’s Community-based Composting definition was derived from BioCycle 
materials and the Institute for Local Self-Reliance materials.  

The Working Table used the collaborative process to reach consensus on its shared goal, vision 
statement, and community-based composting definition. 

This enabled the Working Table to identify the community-based composting challenges and 
opportunities within a common framework.  This framework will be used to inform how Food 
Well Alliance works with local food movement stakeholders to advance community-based 
composting in Metro Atlanta.

Food Well Alliance works with local food movement stakeholders to advance community-based 
composting in Metro Atlanta.  



Community-based 
Compost Ecosystem 

The community-based compost ecosystem 
is comprised of five segments:

1.  Food Residual Generators 
create the organic matter 
such as fruit and vegetable 
scraps used to produce 
compost feedstock or other 
organic material needed 
to create compost. Food 
Residual Generators include 
organizations such as food-
based businesses. 

2.  Waste Transportation 
Companies or Haulers 
collect and deliver organic 
matter and related waste 
products such as fruit and 
vegetable scraps from 
businesses and institutions 
like universities and hospitals 
to a disposal facility.
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4.  Compost Distributors are 
organizations that distribute 
community-based compost 
to urban farms, community 

gardens, and households.  

5.  Compost End Users are 
the urban farms, community 
gardens, and consumers that 
use finished compost to grow 

local food.  

3.  Compost Producers are 
organizations such as urban 
farms, community gardens, 
and small-scale compost 
producers that create 
community-based compost.  
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Challenges For Increasing 
Community-based Composting 

The Working Table identified 78 challenges to increase community-based 
composting in Metro Atlanta.  

The challenges were organized by complexity, as identified by high-level challenge, mid-level 
challenge, and low-level challenge, and by the following compost ecosystem segments: 1) food 
residual generators; 2) waste transportation companies or haulers; 3) compost producers; 4) 
compost distributors; and 5) compost end-users.  

In Table One below, the Working Table reached consensus on the 7 most pressing challenges 
for certain community-based composting ecosystem segments.   

Table One: 
Working Table Community-based Composting Challenges

Compost Segment 
or Biome 

Super Challenges For Increasing 
Community-based Composting

Food Residual Generators

Contamination of compost feedstock
 
Financial viability of implementing a collection model to collect 
compost feedstock 

Waste Transportation 
Companies or Haulers

Financial viability of transportation companies delivering compost 
and collecting compost feedstock

Compost Producers

Overcoming misperceptions of what compost is and that food 
residuals are valuable material not waste 

Compost feedstock contamination

Regulatory uncertainty regarding state regulations

Economically feasible access to land to produce compost within 
urban areas 
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The Working Table did not identify any challenges for Compost Distributors and 
Compost End Users.  

Working Table members listed additional challenges to increase community-based composting 
in Metro Atlanta: 

 •  Reliability is Key for Feedstock Collection.  Food residual generators expressed   
 concern about the lack of reliability of new or emerging waste transportation   
 companies because unreliable collection or pick-up can lead to decreased interest   
 among food residual generators such as full-restaurants which result in decreased   
 compost feedstock supply. 

 •  Smaller Composting Companies and Organizations Experience Difficulty Accessing  
 Capital.  Compost producers informed Food Well Alliance that smaller compost    
 companies and nonprofit groups face challenges in increasing production capacity   
 because of the financial difficulty in securing processing equipment such as tractors and  
 compost windrow turners.  

The Working Table noted that some waste transportation and related operational costs may 
be best borne by a social enterprise model using a combination of philanthropic support and 
customer-based revenue. 



Compost Segment 
or Biome 

Super Opportunities For Increasing 
Community-based Composting

Food Residual Generators
Building communities of interest and support from stakeholders 
such as local government and food-based businesses 

Waste Transportation 
Companies or Haulers

Utilizing existing infrastructure to transport compost by increasing 
use of technology to identify unused transportation capacity and 
efficiently deploy that capacity for compost feedstock collection 
and/or compost delivery 

Compost Producers
Incentives from all levels of government and opportunities to 
attract funding 

Compost Distributors Demand for finished compost exceeds supply

Compost End Users

Sharing success stories on how community gardens and 
urban farms are able to produce more local food because of 
community-based composting which builds community among 
neighbors and local food consumers

OPPORTUNITIES for INCREASing 
COMMUNITY-BASED COMPOSTING
 
The Working Table identified 62 opportunities for increasing community-based composting in 
Metro Atlanta.  

In Table Two below, the Working Table reached consensus on the 5 super opportunities within 
each segment of the community-based composting ecosystem.  

Table Two: 
Working Table Community-based Composting Opportunities
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ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES for INCREASing 
COMMUNITY-BASED COMPOSTING IN METRO ATLANTA

 •  Training Programs Decrease Contamination Risk and Promote Adoption. 
 Develop a training program for food residual generators, such as food-based businesses,  
 on how to collect and store compost feedstock.  

 •  Data Use Can Inform the Supply and Distribution Model. 
 Consider using compost supply and demand data to implement a possible supply and   
 distribution model using indicators such as: 
  o  The number of target generators 
  o  The number of generators delivering food residuals
  o  The quantity of the compost produced and used segmented by the pounds per  
  venue per year
 

  The quantity goal needed to reach the optimal supply and meet demand
  o  The number of urban farms and community gardens that need compost
  o  The number of urban farms and community gardens that accept food residuals 
  o  The number of urban farms and community gardens that use local 
   compost or feedstock
  o  The number of community gardens that use local compost or feedstock
  o  Where do we have the right hubs to provide access  
 

 •  The Georgia Grown Brand Has Value. 
 Working with the Georgia Department of Agriculture to develop a Georgia Grown   
 branded compost product that creates product identification to increase use and boost  
 consumer confidence.
 

 •  Access to Equipment Enables Compost Producers to Meet Demand. 
 Enhanced processing infrastructure and access to production equipment could ensure   
 product consistency and reduce pathogen contamination risk and allow compost   
 producers to fill customer orders because the demand is so strong.
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Nine Recommendations For Increasing 
Community-based Composting
Based on the top challenges and opportunities, the Working Table reached consensus on the 
strategic recommendations and ranked those recommendations in order of importance for 
increasing community-based composting in Metro Atlanta.  

1.  Atlanta Recycles or a similar organization needs to explore convening an Atlanta 
Community-based Composting Council with a concrete charge that includes exploring 
opportunities to advance community-based composting and its nexus with urban 
farming and community gardens in Metro Atlanta.  The proposed Atlanta Community-based 
Composting Council should be inclusive and meet participants at different locations to increase 
attendance and accessibility.  There needs to be a proposed end date to evaluate the council’s 
success. Also, the council may consider working with a facilitator to coordinate meetings and 
develop meeting materials to increase group efficiency.  

2.  Increase awareness of the importance of abundant healthy soil and the nexus with water 
conservation and where our food is grown among communities of interest and particularly the 
millennial demographic.  Increasing awareness on the benefits of composting leads to greater 
compost adoption among communities, neighborhoods, and stakeholders such as businesses 
and public schools.  As our population grows, effective food residual management is critical to 
addressing water conservation and possibly climate change.  Increased awareness is important 
because the Working Table learned that millennials are the worst performing demographic 
regarding environmental consciousness.    

3.  Interested stakeholders are encouraged to explore the establishment of a “hub and spoke” 
system to increase the density of participation, expand collection of organic material, and 
increase compost production within a bounded geography. The Working Table identified that 
creating a distribution and collection model which increases community-based compost use 
expands access and increases awareness of the importance of food residuals. The Working Table 
noted that there is an opportunity to address and develop the proposed “hub and spoke” system 
in the Community-based Composting Design Table.  

4.  It is essential that community gardeners, urban farmers, haulers and composters 
collaborate to identify long-term capital funding sources and then prioritize systemic 
capital needs for transportation, equipment, logistics, and compost production across Metro 
Atlanta. All organizations need funding to fulfill their missions. Organizations that engage in 
community-based composting are encouraged to seek collaboration opportunities to leverage 
resources such as capital equipment to access unused capacity. When equipment like a tractor 
is not being used by one organization that equipment can be used by another organization. 
As governmental funding and philanthropic support becomes more competitive, organizations 
engaged in community-based composting should develop creative solutions to address 
compost generation, controlling contamination risks, and engaging customers.    
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5.  Stakeholders are encouraged to collaborate and define baseline measures and 
performance indicators for assessing and increasing community-based composting in 
Metro Atlanta.  Those measures and indicators must address the following: (a) the volume of 
organic material generated; (b) processing capacities; and (c) demand from community gardens, 
urban farms, orchards, and even local residential use. Baseline measurements are important to 
track activity and assess outcomes.  The issue of data, metrics, and benchmarking allows for 
key performance indicators to be developed that can support how compost use is measured to 
determine if compost use is growing or declining. 

6.  The Atlanta Community-based Composting Council and Georgia Restaurant Association 
need to explore systems, technologies, and hands-on training that will demonstrably 
reduce contamination of feedstocks destined for community-based composting facilities.  
Compost feedstock contamination is a critical and an ongoing issue and must be frequently 
addressed for consumer safety.  Training with credible partners such as industry trade groups 
and their members is a cost-effective way to train food residual generators.  While technology 
can be used to manage compost feedstock, an over-reliance on technology can be expensive 
and make composting cost prohibitive.  

7.  Provide annual community-based compost operator training, including site management, 
best practices, policy, and compost use and application.  Compost feedstock best practices are 
key to decreasing pathogen development, controlling pests, and addressing nuisance concerns.  
Community-based operating training is suggested to provide best management practices, such 
as signage, site management plans, and related steps which ensure that the compost used is 
both accessible and safe for local food production.  

8.  Metro Atlanta local governments need to work closely with state and federal agencies 
to align the regulatory structure across jurisdictional boundaries.  Regulatory certainty 
is needed to operate an effective composting business that requires coordination with 
local, state, and federal regulators. Compost operators are encouraged to work closely with 
community groups, elected officials, and local, state, and federal regulators to create a regulatory 
environment which protects consumers and allows for industry growth.  

9.  The community-based composting stakeholders should support state leadership and 
federal partnership that encourages the convening of a collaborative dialogue designed to 
develop a statewide soil strategy and create a cutting-edge campaign for soil building across 
Georgia.  While the Working Table’s scope is Metro Atlanta, beginning to envision a broader 
campaign to raise awareness of Georgia’s soil health is important.  Since the state of Georgia’s 
number one industry is agriculture with a $74 billion economic impact, soil is extremely 
important to the state’s economy and its resilience.  Thoughtful development of a soil strategy 
at the state level is an important part of providing healthy food. 
 
For the Working Table’s meeting summaries and additional information, please visit 
www.foodwellalliance.org/collaboration-tables-directory/community-composting-working-table. 
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COLLABORATION 
CAN INCREASE THE 
SUPPLY OF LOCALLY-
SOURCED COMPOST 
TO PRODUCE 
HEALTHIER SOIL

Community-based composting has the ability to 
effectively manage food residuals, create healthier 
soil, and help Metro Atlanta community gardens and 
urban farms produce more local food.  The Working 
Table’s strategic recommendations provide the initial 
framework to support or increase community-based 
composting in Metro Atlanta which increases access 
to sustainably-grown, locally-sourced food.    

While smaller organizations, companies and nonprofit 
groups, face challenges to meet growing demand 
because of economic viability and the related problem 
of over-reliance on singular organizational action, 
embracing a collaborative model among community-
based composting organizations and actors can 
increase access to healthy soil, mitigate regulatory 
uncertainty, and build community in Metro Atlanta.   

Several dynamic and growing organizations are 
working to increase community-based composting in 
Metro Atlanta by responding to growing demand and 
providing education on the benefits of community-
based composting.  As households, businesses, and 
institutions become more knowledgeable about food 
recovery’s role in our local food system, community-
based composting can help increase Metro Atlanta’s 
resilience and contribute to a sustainable future.   
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END NOTES
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations Global Soil Partnership website, 
2016, http://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/world-soil-day 

ReFED, A Roadmap to Reduce U.S. Food Waste by 20 Percent, March, 2016, see page 10, 
http://www.refed.com 

ReFED, A Roadmap to Reduce U.S. Food Waste by 20 Percent, see page 10

ReFED, A Roadmap to Reduce U.S. Food Waste by 20 Percent, see page 10

ReFED, A Roadmap to Reduce U.S. Food Waste by 20 Percent, see page 13

ReFED, A Roadmap to Reduce U.S. Food Waste by 20 Percent, see page 14

Food Well Alliance Community-based Composting Working Table Meeting summary for 
February 3, 2017 convening, http://www.foodwellalliance.org/collaboration-tables-directory/
community-composting-working-table

Food Well Alliance Community-based Composting Working Table Meeting summary for 
February 3, 2017 convening, http://www.foodwellalliance.org/collaboration-tables-directory/
community-composting-working-table

Food Well Alliance Community-based Composting Working Table Meeting summary 
for February 10, 2017 convening, http://www.foodwellalliance.org/collaboration-tables-
directory/community-composting-working-table

Food Well Alliance Community-based Composting Working Table Meeting summary for 
March 29, 2017 convening, http://www.foodwellalliance.org/collaboration-tables-directory/
community-composting-working-table
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GLOSSARY

Community-based Composting is the process of engaging community members to process 
organic material on a scale that is typically smaller than full-scale composting. Community-
based composting operations are often located at community gardens and urban farms, or may 
be stand-alone operations on vacant lots within communities. 

Many community-based composting operations engage area residents and small-scale 
businesses to source separate food scraps for composting at the community site which: 

 •  Accepts feedstock, e.g., food scraps from off-site; 
 
 •  Seeks to keep organics in a closed loop from the feedstock’s source; and 
 
 •  Are typically limited by state regulations to processing a specific amount of material   
 which is measured by the amount of allowed on-site at any one time or by the    
 composting area’s square footage.

The community-based composting definition was developed by Food Well Alliance’s 2017 
Community-based Composting Working Table with information derived from BioCycle and the 
Institute for Local Self-Reliance. 

HELPFUL RESOURCES 
 
 •  Food Well Alliance, Collaboration Tables, Community-based Composting Working   
 Tables, April 2017, http://www.foodwellalliance.org/collaboration-tables-directory/  
 community-composting-working-table.

 •  Food Well Alliance, Healthy Soil, Healthy Community, 2015, 
 http://www.foodwellalliance.org/healthysoilhealthycommunity.
 
 •  BioCycle. Published since 1960, BioCycle is the foremost magazine and website on   
 composting, organics, recycling, anaerobic digestion and renewable energy.  
 https://www. biocycle.net.  
 
 •  Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.  Part of the United Nations,  
 the Food and Agriculture Organization leads efforts to defeat hunger.  http://www.fao.org

 •  The Institute for Local Self Reliance.  The Institute of Local Self Reliance’s mission is to  
 provide innovative strategies, working models and timely information to support   
 environmentally sound and equitable community development.  https://ilsr.org

 •  ReFED, A Roadmap to Reduce U.S. Food Waste by 20 Percent, 2016, www.refed.com 
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Compost Distributors are organizations that distribute community-based compost to urban 
farms, community gardens, and households.  

Compost End Users are the urban farms, community gardens, and consumers that use 
finished compost to grow local food.  

Compost Producers are organizations such as urban farms, community gardens, and 
small-scale compost producers that create community-based compost.  

Design Tables are Food Well Alliance convenings that work as local food project 
accelerators, focusing on designing viable solutions, then testing the solutions through 
innovative piloted projects. 

Feedstock refers to preconsumer wasted food such as vegetable scraps and egg shells 
which can be used in compost production.  

Food Residual Generators create the organic matter such as fruit and vegetable scraps 
used to produce compost feedstock or other organic material needed to create compost. 
Food Residual Generators include organizations such as food-based businesses.

Learning Tables are Food Well Alliance convenings that are community-based 
conversations to discuss local food system issues.  

Waste Transportation Companies or Haulers collect and deliver organic matter and related 
waste products such as fruit and vegetable scraps from businesses and institutions like 
universities and hospitals to a disposal facility.  

Wasted Food means any food that is grown and produced for human consumption but 
ultimately is not eaten.  This term was derived from ReFED’s A Roadmap to Reduce U.S. 
Food Waste by 20 Percent and the United States Department of Agriculture’s definition of 
Food Waste.  

Working Tables are Food Well Alliance convenings of industry experts and local food 
movement leaders to identify barriers and possible solutions to local food challenges.
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